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Add or Subtract

ADD to put things together.

SUBTRACT to take some away.

A clue that you have to add is a word like “and” or “also”. Another
clue that you have to add is a question like: How many are there all
together?

A clue that you have to subtract is a question like: How many are
left?

Example: | have 6 cookies. | give my friend 2 cookies. How many
cookies do | have left?

Answer:

Subtract

6-2=4

| have four cookies left.

Example: | filled two bags with old clothes to give away. My sister
filled three more bags. How many bags did we give away in all?

Answer:
Add
2+3=5

We gave away 5 bags of clothes.
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Add or Subtract Problems

For each problem, tell whether you need to add or subtract. Then
write a number sentence to solve the problem and a sentence stating
the answer.

1. We are going camping. | put two shirts in my suitcase. My mom

put in four more shirts. How many shirts do | have in my
suitcase?

2. My uncle gave me two dollars. My grandpa gave me five
dollars. How much money do | have?

3. Mike had 8 pencils. He gave his friend 3 of them. How many
pencils does he have left?
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Add or Subtract Problems (cont’d)

4. After school, there were 7 cars parked on the street. Four of
them are gone now. How many cars are left?

5. Timmy earned 5 dollars helping his grandfather in the yard. He
also got 5 dollars for allowance. How much money does Timmy
have?

6. There is a crew of men working at our house. Three men are
working outside and three men are working inside. How many
men are working at our house?
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Add or Subtract Answers

1. Add
2+4=6

There are 6 shirts in my suitcase.

2. Add
2+5=7

| have 7 dollars.

3. Subtract
8-3=5
Mike has 5 pencils left.

4. Subtract
7-4=3

There are 3 cars left.

5. Add
5+5=10

Timmy has 10 dollars.
6. Add

3+3=6
There are 6 men working at our house.
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