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Word Problems Using Addition and Subtraction 
 
 
Solve the word problems below using addition and subtraction. Draw pictures or 
fill in the table to keep track of the marbles.  
 

 

Luci Tess Anthony Luke 

20 15   

    

 
 

1. Luci and Tess were playing with marbles at recess. Luci had twenty 
marbles and Tess had fifteen marbles. How many marbles did Luci and 
Tess have combined?  

 
2. Anthony came over to play with Luci and Tess, but he had no marbles. 

Luci took four marbles from her pocket and gave them to Anthony. How 
many marbles did Luci, Tess, and Anthony have in total? 

 
3. How many marbles did Luci have left after giving Anthony four? 

 
4. They began to play together. Luke noticed how much fun they were 

having and asked if he could play also. Tess gave Luke seven marbles. 
What was the sum of all the marbles that Luci, Tess, Anthony and Luke 
had? 

 
5. After giving Luke seven marbles, how many did Tess have? 

 
6. How many marbles did Luke and Anthony have combined? 

 
7. How many more marbles than Anthony did Luke have? 

 
8. Who had the most marbles? 

 
9. Who had the least marbles? 

 
10. How many more marbles did Luci have than Anthony? 

 
11. How many marbles did Tess and Luci have combined? 
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Answers: 
 

1. 35 
2. 35 
3. 16 
4. 35 
5. 8 
6. 11 
7. 3 
8. Luci 
9. Anthony 
10. 12 
11. 24 


